For over a decade the Maudsley Monograph Suicide in London (Sainsbury, i 955) has been the most authoritative source of information about the contribution of certain social factors to the incidence of suicide in a British urban popula tion. Sainsbury's investigation tested the hypo thesis â€oe¿ that where social mobility and social isolation are pronounced, community life will be unstable, without order or purpose, and that this will be reflected to a greater or less degree in the suicide ratesâ€•. Much of his work stems from the pioneer work of Durkheim (1897).
Using a combination of sociological and psy chiatric methods he correlated rates of suicide and indices of social characteristics for London
Boroughs derived from a social survey, the i 931
Census and other studies (Burt, i@44 
RESULTS

Age and Sex Distribution
Of the216 consecutive suicides, 104were men and i12 were women, givinga male: female ratioof 0 P93: I @Oand ratesof i6 and 15 per I oo,ooo men and women respectively. The mean age of the men was 48@35 years (S.D. 14.23) and this did not differ significantly from that of the women which was 5093 years (S.D. 16.25).
For each method there is no difference between the age distributions of the sexes as measured by the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test (Siegel, 1956 ).Drugs and coal gas poisoning were the main methods of suicide, drugs being slightly more common.
Since no differences in the sexes were ob served for age distribution, and since the sex ratio was almost at parity, we felt free to treat the sample as a whole.
Age and Method
There is a significant relationship between age and method ofsuicide (X2= I3@62,d.f. =@, p< â€¢¿ o'). Inspection of the table showed that peoplein the I5 to34-year-old group usedcoal gas poisoning relatively more often and drugs less often than did the entire sample. The middle age group showed a reverse pattern with fewer gassings and more death by drugs. The old people showed no excess of any one method over any other.
Previous Episodes
There were 53 personsknown to have had a previousepisodeof suicidal behaviour.They form 24@5 per cent. of the total sample. That is, in addition tobeingrelated to suicide, these variables are related to each other in an orderly way (McQuitty,1957) . In Edinburgh, overcrowding is a feature of two kinds of area. One is a local authority scheme typified by four or six family blocks inhabited by immediate pre-war slum clearance and post-warresettlement tenants. The second area consists of densely populated ageing tene ment dwellings in the old town of Edinburgh.
It is in these same areas that the rates for
DiscUssIoN
We have found approximately equal numbers of men and women in our survey, a finding which is at variance with figures quoted by Sainsbury (1955) and others (Carstairs and Brown, 1958; Stengel, 1964) . Stengel has demonstrated that the rate for females has increased steadily since i 95 I while the male rate has remained relatively constant. Indeed he reports that in recent years females have been in the majority among the suicides in several English cities. The change in rates has also been commented on in a report of the U.S. thatthemajority of their suicides were overthe age of 45 years, and they quote evidence for an increasing incidence of suicide with age in many cultures. Stengel's statement (1964) that the average age for his group was the late fifties is at odds with both Farberow and Shneidman (1961) and the present study.
As in all analyses of statistics of suicide a primary consideration must be to examine the possibility that the findings may be biased by systematic errors ofreporting. 
